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SEES PRESTIGIOUS AWARD AS BOOST FOR FUTURE FEDERAL FUNDING

Washington -- U.S. Representative John Olver (D-First District)                issued congratulations today to the Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary                Art in North Adams. The museum has won a 2000 National Preservation                Honor Award from the National Trust for Historic Preservation.

               "This recognition is further proof that Mass MoCA is one of                the most innovative organizations in the country," Olver said.                "The museum has shown that historical preservation and forward-looking                economic development can be a powerful combination."

               Each year, the National Trust honors a select few organizations                and individuals with Preservation Awards. Recipients have demonstrated                excellence in the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and                interpretation of our architectural and cultural heritage. Mass                MoCa was the only organization in Massachusetts to receive the honor                this year.

               "Earlier this year, I was able to help secure over $5 million                dollars in federal funds for Mass MoCA. This award will strengthen                the case for continued federal support for this American treasure,"                Olver added.

               The National Trust for Historic Preservation is a private, non-profit                membership organization dedicated to protecting the irreplaceable.                With more than a quarter million members nationwide, it provides                leadership, education and advocacy to save America's diverse historic                places and revitalize communities.

               For more information about Mass MoCA, contact Joseph Thompson, Executive                Director, at 413-664-4481.
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